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• WITH OUR THANKS

• THE YEAR IN FOCUS

Kelmscott and Morris: Past, Present and Future

ON-SITE ENGAGEMENT

36,912+*
10 Special Interest Group Tours*
120 Public Tour visitors*
266 Friends of Kelmscott Manor*
350 Open House London Visitors*
900 Public Lecture Visitors*
1,701 Library Visitors*
3,039 Fellows*
8,877 Blood Royal Visitors*
21,649 Kelmscott Manor Visitors*
Chart represents percentages of the total.

Another record-breaking year

AT KELMSCOTT MANOR
ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

73,221 *
+

720
1,000
3,200
3,800
7,900
24,900

SAL.ORG.UK

31,701

Events E-bulletin
Subscribers*
Followers on Instagram
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
Facebook Likes
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
Salon Subscribers*
Twitter Followers
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
Views on YouTube*
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
Unique Online
Catalogue Users*

Chart represents percentages of the total.

GRANT PROGRAMMES

Thank you to our Kelmscott Manor campaign group Geoffrey Bond OBE DL
FSA, Peter Cormack MBE FSA, Claire Donovan FRSA FSA, Philippa Glanville
OBE FSA, Jack Hanbury-Tenison DL FSA, Martin Levy FSA (Chairman), Alan
Lovell DL FSA, Janie Money, Sandy Nairne CBE FSA, Cherry Peurifoy and
Jeremy Warren FSA for their wonderful support in raising the match-funding.

Geoffrey Bond introduces the Kelsmcott Manor campaign video (watch it on YouTube!).

Blood Royal: Picturing the Tudor Monarchy
The William Delafield Trust, The J.A. Floyd Charitable Trust and the Heritage
Lottery Fund enabled us to conserve and share our collections and develop
new audiences.

£113,000*

Legacies
Thank you to those Fellows who have told us of their intention to leave the
Society a gift in their will. Your gift will help us plan for the future.

£40,000 in Conservation*
£73,000 in Research or Travel*

Support Us
Contact Head of Development Dominic Wallis to discuss how you wish to
support the Society (020 7479 7092; dwallis@sal.org.uk).

Chart represents percentages of the total.
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Gill Andrews PSA & Martin Levy FSA

We are extremely grateful to our generous
Fellows and supporters who have enabled
us to secure £440,000 towards our
match funding target of £1.5 million.
Our thanks to the John Paul Getty Jnr
Charitable Trust, The Cadbury Trust, The
Goldhammer Foundation, The Guinness
Charitable Trust, The Monument Trust,
The Finnis Scott Foundation, the Garfield
Weston Foundation, the Charles Hayward
Foundation and the Worshipful Company
of Arts Scholars. The response to our appeal
has been marvellous, and we plan to
make full acknowledgement of everyone’s
support at Kelmscott Manor when the
project completes in March 2021.

The Society of Antiquaries of London is a registered charity (207237)
Tel: 020 7479 7080 | Email: admin@sal.org.uk | Web: www.sal.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter (@SocAntiquaries), or like us on Facebook

The Society of Antiquaries of London (founded in 1707) is an independent learned
society whose main purpose is the ‘encouragement, advancement and furtherance
of the study and knowledge of the antiquities and history of this and other countries’
(Royal Charter, 1751). With the support of more than 3,000 Fellows distinguished
in various heritage disciplines, we pursue conservation, research and dissemination
of knowledge of the material past through our Library and Museum collections at
Burlington House (London) and Kelmscott Manor (Oxfordshire), grants, lectures and
seminars and publications.

ANNUAL
REVIEW

From the President, Gill Andrews: At the end of four years as President
it is inevitable to reflect upon things achieved and things still to be done. We
unquestionably face challenges at the present time. Despite our best efforts
we still have to resolve matters relating to our occupation of Burlington
House and we continue to work hard to ensure that our finances are on a
robust footing, enabling us to respond effectively to changing circumstances.
Council continues to monitor these and other issues very closely and I am
confident that I leave our affairs in very capable hands.

2017/18

I am pleased to think that Council and staff alike are committed to
maintaining the momentum which has been achieved in making the Society
accessible to a wider audience. This is an important aspect of delivering
our charitable objectives and one which is seeing increasing success. Our
summer 2017 exhibition at Burlington House, the fourth consecutive year
we have opened our rooms to the public, was very well-received, as is our
continued programme of public lectures and tours. The autumn also saw the
third annual postgraduate open day in the library which opened the eyes of
a new generation of scholars to our remarkable collections.
At Kelmscott Manor visitor numbers have continued to rise and as we
prepare for the submission of our second-round HLF application we look
forward to offering our visitors a much fuller understanding of the Manor
and its estate, as well as explaining how they inspired Morris’ life and work
as a Fellow of our Society. The Fellowship has played, and must continue
to play, a crucial role in all the Society’s endeavours and I am enormously
grateful to all of those who have contributed to the initiatives we have made
to date. I do hope that all Fellows will continue to consider how they can
make a personal commitment to our activities – our staff do a wonderful job
but without your support the Society cannot flourish.

Visitors outside the Society, taking part in the September “Open House London” day.
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• FELLOWSHIP

• RESEARCH

• DISSEMINATION

• KELMSCOTT MANOR

Fellows have spent time giving public lectures, tours of Burlington
House and sharing the Society’s collections with new audiences
through a variety of programmes such as ‘Unlocking Our Collections’
web features, the summer exhibition and our Postgraduate Open Day.

Research Grants: The Society awarded sixteen research grants and four
travel awards amounting to £73,000. We continue to support the study of
Bronze to Iron Age Crete (exploring the collapse of Bronze-Age states in
the eastern Mediterranean).

Season Review: In 2017, the Manor welcomed 21,649 visitors, our
highest visitor numbers for a season. We have continued to receive
excellent feedback through TripAdvisor and Travelzoo websites as well
as in our visitor book, with our volunteers’ continued enthusiasm and
knowledge making a very positive impression on our visitors.

We would like to thank Fellows Peter Barber, John Cooper and Glenn
Richardson for their exceptional work on our summer exhibition, Blood
Royal. We extend our gratitude to the other Fellows who supported the
programme by volunteering as visitor stewards, giving gallery talks,
leading tours, and helping with the museum lates.

We are also supporting, among others, research into Neanderthal death
at Shanidar, Iraq; household economies of ancient Olynthos; book
collecting in the industrial north-west of England; ‘Glam’ tailoring 196575 and excavations at Merrick’s Hill, Eddisbury.

Loans: A total of 29 objects from Burlington House and Kelmscott
Manor were loaned to 10 institutions. We loaned objects to exhibitions
in the UK at Salisbury Museum, The Collection Museum at Lincoln,
National Gallery London, William Morris Gallery Walthamstow, as well
as exhibitions overseas in Paris, Tourcoing, Madrid, Barcelona, Moscow
and New Haven.

With the help of the Fellows, the Policy Committee published several
Policy Consultations, including statements on Heathrow expansion,
the housing market, and Historic England conservation principles.

• CONSERVATION
Conservation Grants: The William and Jane Morris Fund awarded
16 grants totalling £40,000 to help conserve medieval stained glass
and wall paintings, stone statues, hatchments and memorial boards in
churches from Devon to Durham.
Library and Museum: Several paintings underwent conservation prior
to being loaned to temporary exhibitions. Library and Museum staff also
hosted a conservation study day for students from West Dean College.

Research at Burlington House: Between 1 April and 31 December
2017, the Library received 1,701 visitors. The library and museum
collections staff dealt with 1,887 remote enquiries, as well as 31,701
visits to the online catalogues, and dealt with 262 requests for images
from our collections. 134 researchers visited the museum collections and
viewed 1,532 objects.

Public Events: The Society held eight public lectures (from April 2017 to
March 2018), a public screening of our Shakespeare & the Character of
Kingship DVD and continued the monthly public tours of Burlington House.
We hosted private tours for 10 special interest groups including the American
National Trust for Historic Preservation, London Appreciation Society, Highgate
Literary and Scientific Institution, Monmouthshire Antiquarian Society and
Cardiff Archaeological Society.

Over 50 students attended our third annual Postgraduate Open Day,
allowing early career researchers the opportunity to network and
explore all the resources that the Society has to offer. In addition, a joint
study day with the Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain
showcased our prints and drawings collections - an event that was
enjoyed by all.

Blood Royal: The Society’s summer exhibition, Blood Royal: Picturing the
Tudor Monarchy (supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund) attracted nearly
9,000 visitors and showcased items from the Library and Museum collections.
Programming for the exhibition also included weekly gallery talks and two
museum lates – one of which saw all the courtyard societies collaborate for a
public event. The courtyard also worked together for its annual Open House
London event, allowing a sneak peak into all the Societies’ work and buildings.

As 2017 was the 10th anniversary of the floods that caused widespread
damage to the Upper Thames region, including Kelmscott, the Manor
was filmed by the local BBC TV news team. Continuing our television
presence, the Manor also appeared in an episode of Celebrity Antiques
Road Trip on BBC Two, broadcast in December. We hope that you
managed to tune-in!
The 1970 film “Kelmscott – How it was saved” (highlighting the
Society’s conservation and repairs to Kelmscott Manor undertaken in
the 1960s) has now been digitalised and put on our YouTube account. It
has had over 100 views to date and is well worth a watch.
The Manor has also appeared in various publications including Casa
Brutus (a leading design magazine in Japan), and the French German
cultural channel ARTE filmed for a programme on the Arts & Crafts
movement and William Morris, for broadcast later in the year.

Social Media: The Society’s profiles across Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and YouTube continue to grow and several staff members now contribute
to content. With the help of Fellows and staff, we expanded the popular
‘Unlocking Our Collections’ series (available on our website).

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF): Our Kelmscott, Past Present and Future
project to repair and rejuvenate the Manor has made great strides, and
will transform our intellectual approach to the estate. Our team has
worked hard on producing detailed designs to support our Stage 2 HLF
application for £4.7 million, which will be submitted this year.

Fellows joining us for an Introductory Tour of Burlington House, our Library and Collections.

Kelmscott Manor Staff with President Gill Andrews and HRH, The Duke of Gloucester.

A study day focusing on the conservation
of the Vulliamy Clock.

A rare regulator clock made by the Vulliamy family (before 1764)
and given to the Society by Benjamin Lewis Vulliamy in 1848 was
conserved thanks to a grant from Arts Council PRISM Fund. It is
an exceptionally rare timepiece and an example of horological
development and experimentation during the 18th and early 19th
century. The clock and its conservation was the subject of a study day
attended by horological students and experts, as well as one of our
public lectures. A new digital display about the clock was installed next
to it in the Entrance Hall - we hope you managed to take a look!
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A packed “Blood Royal” Exhibition, which attracted nearly 9,000 visitors.

Students from West Dean College created book mounts for the summer
exhibition. A student from the University of York supported exhibition
installation and visitor services during the exhibition as well, even
researching our Saxon paintings to provide a gallery talk to visitors. We
also provided a placement for a sixth form student through the Lord
Mayor of London’s Cultural Scholarship Scheme, who helped create an
online achive of the Fellowship News files (Fellows Area).

Conferences: We were pleased to sponsor the Visible Identities conference
(November), allowing us to showcase our heraldic collections (organised by
Adrian Ailes FSA, Clive Cheesman FSA, Marcus Meer and Fiona Robertson
FSA). Fellow Linda Monckton has also organised the fascinating Minority Faith
conference (March 2018) looking at 20th century architectural heritage.

Attendees at our third annual
Postgraduate Open Day.

In association with the National Library of Wales, the Manor held a
very succesful special exhibition on the life of Mary Lobb, companion
to May Morris. This exhibition added depth to a fascinating woman,
her family and her friendship with May Morris. Another summer event
included the July Fellows Day, which was held on a rather overcast
but (thankfully) dry day. His Royal Highness, The Duke of Gloucester
attended and, despite a swarm of wasps descending on the cream teas,
the event was enjoyed by all.

Delegates of the Visible Identies conference explore the libraries heraldic resources.
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