eers

• 2019/20 IMPACT REPORT
An asterisk (*) is used to indicate an approximate figure; this document does not reflect audited data.

ON-SITE ENGAGEMENT
ON-SITE ENGAGEMENT

26,474+*
09 Volunteers
74 Museum Visitors*
138 Collections Outreach*
152 Friends of Kelmscott Manor*
1,782 Library Visitors*
3,075 Fellows*
4,062 Public Events & Lectures*
17,182 Kelmscott Manor Visitors*
Chart represents percentages of the total.

Outreach

Friends of KM

Library Visitors

Public Events & Lectures

Fellows

KM Visitors

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

165,076+*

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT
1,098

Events E-bulletin
Subscribers*
3,160 Followers on Instagram
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
4,481 SALON Subscribers*
5,148 Facebook Likes
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
10,654 Twitter Followers
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
14,211 Views on YouTube*
(SocAnt and Kelmscott)*
34,032 Online Catalogue Users*
116,131 Unique Website Users *

ANNUAL
REVIEW

• WITH OUR THANKS
Kelmscott and Morris: Past, Present and Future
We are extremely grateful to Arts Council England,
the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation, the South
Square Trust and our Companions and Benefactors
who have given generously to the project. We
will make full acknowledgement of everyone’s
contribution when the Kelmscott project completes
in 2021.

2019/20

Fellows Martin Levy and
Peter Cormack receive the
Society medals for their
outstanding contribution to
Kelmscott Manor.

Thank you to our Kelmscott Manor Campaign
Group Geoffrey Bond OBE FSA, Peter Cormack
MBE FSA, Philippa Glanville OBE FSA, Jack Hanbury-Tenison FSA, Martin
Levy FSA (Chairman), Alan Lovell FSA, Janie Money, Sandy Nairne CBE FSA
and Cherry Peurifoy for their continued support.

‘A house that I love’ William Morris and Kelmscott Manor : Our
gratitude and thanks to the following sponsors for their generous donations
and pledges to help us meet the cost of conservation and display of objects
for our forthcoming exhibition: Anonymous, Arts & Crafts Tours, Marcus
Binney, Geoffrey Bond, Emma Bridgewater, The Company of Broderers,
Christopher Claxton Stevens, Eden Collinsworth, Anthony Davis, The
Decorative Arts Society, Paul Drury, Eden Tree Investment Management, The
Francis Coales Foundation, Fiona Greenwood, Edward Harris, In Memory
of Charles Herzberg, Lyon & Turnbull Auctioneers, The Maas Gallery, Maggs
Brothers,, Marlborough College, Jan Marsh, Janie Money, Morris & Co, Lisa
and Sandy Nairne, On Form Sculpture, SEIB Insurance Brokers, Colin Sheaf,
Alison Smith, Sotheby’s, Bill Stoneman and Margaret and Andrew Townsend
Our thanks to the Association of Independent Museums, the Essay Club and
the Worshipful Company of Arts Scholars for their contributions towards the
conservation of the Society’s Wax Portraits.
Legacies
We received a bequest from Pamela Joan Gordon FSA. Her generous gift has
helped us plan for the future.
Support Us
Contact: Head of Development Dominic Wallis to discuss how
you wish to support the Society (020 7479 7092; dwallis@sal.org.uk).

Chart represents percentages of the total.

GRANT PROGRAMMES
Followers Instagram
Facebook Likes

Events E-Bulletin
YouTube Views

Online Catalogue Users Unique Website Users

£184,291*

Twitter Followers

£38,000 in Conservation*
£143,981 in Research/Travel*
Chart represents percentages of the total.

Applications and awards by %
Some event highlights from the last year.

The Society of Antiquaries of London is a registered charity (207237)
Tel: 020 7479 7080 | Email: admin@sal.org.uk | Web: www.sal.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter (@SocAntiquaries), or like us on Facebook

• THE YEAR IN FOCUS

The Society of Antiquaries of London (founded in 1707) is an independent learned
society whose main purpose is the ‘encouragement, advancement and furtherance
of the study and knowledge of the antiquities and history of this and other countries’
(Royal Charter, 1751). With the support of more than 3,000 Fellows distinguished
in various heritage disciplines, we pursue conservation, research and dissemination
of knowledge of the material past through our Library and Museum collections
at Burlington House (London) and Kelmscott Manor (Oxfordshire) as well as our
grants, lectures and seminars and publications.

From the President, Paul Drury: I am rewriting this review after the effects
of measures to control the COVID-19 virus have unfolded. The shadow of
this pestilence has rendered my original draft irrelevant over the course of
just a week.
At Kelmscott Manor our contractors finally broke ground in November
2019. Work on repairing the barns and building the new education space
(which will reinstate the historic sense of enclosure of the farmyard) was
going as well as the rainfall would allow, and to a very good standard.
Our immediate focus had been on our planned exhibition in London this
summer, A house that I love: William Morris and Kelmscott Manor, which
was to be held at Burlington House in July and August 2020. Sadly, the
impact of the virus outbreak means that progress on both the repairs to the
Manor and our exhibition will be much delayed. Staff are presently working
on how best to mitigate these setbacks at a time when the situation seems to
change by the hour.
Nonetheless, our ownership of Kelmscott means that, force majure
excepted, we are able to plan with certainty about our future there, and
give investors, from the NLHF to individual Fellows, the security they need
to do so. By contrast, and worryingly, another year has passed without us
being able to achieve long term, affordable security of tenure at Burlington
House. A ministerial initiative last spring which looked promising was finally
rejected by government at the end of the year. The general election has
bought a new set of DHCLG ministers, and with the majority of the other
courtyard societies we recently made a financial offer for a long leasehold
interest on a ‘best value’ basis. We look forward to positive negotiations once
the COVID-19 situation has stabilised. Meanwhile officials have proposed a
smoothing of rent increases, at 8% per annum over the next five years. That
is helpful, but increases at this level, linked to the ongoing rise in Mayfair
office rents, are not sustainable for us.
While our ‘grace and favour’ accommodation prior to 2005 seemed through
the 20th century a precious benefit, in hindsight it has left us ill-prepared to
face a 21st century in which many other learned and professional bodies
are only able to remain in central London because they are secure in their
freeholds or virtual freeholds. They are thus insulated from the effects of the
dramatic inflation of property values and rents in the capital, particularly
over the past decade. To improve our financial position in the medium
term, we should be able to achieve a real increase in the Fellowship, which
currently remains almost static around 3050-60 as elections balance losses.
Council is also keen to introduce an ‘associate’ level of membership (a
concept considered several times over the past century). But we cannot
realistically do this unless and until we have secured our future at Burlington
House and so defined what we could offer. If we cannot reach an affordable
long-term settlement with government soon, we must seriously contemplate
leaving Burlington House, and quite probably leaving London, in 2023 to
avoid depleting our capital funds to the point where our very future could be
at risk.
Against the background of the humanitarian disaster playing out worldwide,
the human cost of the virus, it may seem parochial and unfeeling to be
overly concerned about the Society’s future. But we owe it to our Fellows,
and particularly our staff, not just to maintain its existence, like a computer
in ‘sleep’ mode, but to use this enforced hiatus actively to plan for a future
after we emerge from hibernation.

• FELLOWSHIP

• RESEARCH & DISSEMINATION

•PUBLIC OUTREACH & EVENTS

Fellows have spent time giving public lectures, tours of Burlington
House and sharing the Society’s collections with new audiences
through a variety of programmes. As ever we are grateful to
Fellows for giving up their time and sharing their expertise to help
advance the Society.

LIBRARY: Staff hosted several study and research skills sessions for MA
Garden Study students from the IHR, British Records Association (BRA),
MA students from the Courtauld Institute of Arts, Hellenic and Roman
Library & Institute of Classical Studies Library Senate House, English
Literature students from UCL.

• CONSERVATION

The Library hosted two events this year: Collective Wisdom:
Collecting in the Early Modern Academy, a collaborative project with
principal investigator Anna Marie Roos FSA, looking at the connections
between 17th- and 18th-century scholarly organisations, natural
philosophy and antiquarianism was held in April. In June Vetusta
Monumenta: A Digital Edition and Antiquarian Archive was held.
This project supported by a National Endowment for the Humanities
Scholarly Editions Grant, and the University of Missouri intends to
publish digital editions of volumes II and III by October 2020. At the
event an open-access digital edition of Volume I (1718–47) of the
Society’s antiquarian print series Vetusta Monumenta was launched.

We have had a busy year at the Society, with more events than ever before.
Our monthly public tour and lecture programme has continued to be popular.
For our first public event of the year (6 June) with the Arts and Humanities
Research Council (AHRC), we hosted a lecture by Chris Skidmore MP FSA on
The Value of the Humanities to Universities and Contemporary Society. We
followed this with a full house for our Summer Soirée (27 June), at which we
had the exciting edition of the proposed new Lewis Chessman on display. Our
annual Research Showcase (19 July) was a huge success, with over 700 people
visiting the Society throughout the day. This event was part of the Burlington
House Courtyard Late series, which saw all the Societies around the Courtyard
opening their doors for the evening. In September we again took part in Open
House London, welcoming over 300 people to the Society. This year we
offered an additional tour to widen access to those who would not otherwise
be able to experience what the Society has to offer. This bespoke tour was
delivered with VocalEyes, which specialises in bringing art and heritage to life
for blind and partially sighted visitors. It was a wonderful edition to a lively day.

In June our 17th-century Falling
Ball Clock returned to the
Society following conservation.
It was officially unveiled at our
summer soirée on 27 June 2019
in the Library. Conservation work
on the timepiece was carried
out at West Dean College of
Arts & Conservation by Malcolm
Archer FBHI and MA student
Dale Sardeson. The Falling Ball
Clock, originally manufactured
in France c 1690, was given to
the Society in 1850 by Benjamin
Lewis Vulliamy (1780–1854).
The clock is now on permanent
display in our Library.

Conservation work being undertaken by
Amanda Paulley

Conservation work being undertaken at West
Dean College of Art and Conservation

Conservation work on the
Society’s portrait of Charles
Marsh FSA was completed in late
Autumn and the portrait is now
on permanent display on the
stairs leading to the Library. The
life-size portrait – traditionally
attributed to Lemuel Francis
Abbott – was donated to
the Society in 2017 by Sheila
Lockhart.

GRANTS: In 2019, the Society awarded 53 grants totalling £184,291 for
research, travel and conservation. There were 116 applications.
As well as archaeological projects at UK and international sites, funded
projects included: ‘SOE Spy Clothing’ (Dr Claire Hubbard-Hall); ‘Bardi
Bank Ledgers’ (Mr Matthew Payne); and ‘Beauty of the Beast: Exploring
the Role of Animal Skin/Leather in Siberia’ (Dr Peter Hommel).
POLICY: The Society’s Policy Committee provides an independent and
expert voice on policy issues relating to the heritage in England and Wales.
In 2019 we have responded to consultations on the expansion of Heathrow
as well as Heritage 2020. We are also moving forward, via a project group
chaired by Mr Paul Drury PSA, with a proposed strategy for the management
of the archaeological resource in England. A draft discussion paper is
currently in preparation.

John Cooper FSA with a French
film crew
discussing our Tudor portraits

Student Volunteer Leo Pinero
creating an exhibition of our
Brass rubbings in the Library

Chris Scull FSA with delegates
at our Postgrad Open Day

LOANS: This year we loaned items to a variety of exhibition across the
UK. Highlights include: Old St Paul’s diptych, which was displayed at
the Architecture of London exhibition at the Guildhall Art Gallery, in
London; Raymond Llull at Aubrey Beardsley at Tate Britain, in London;
and our Vellum jousting cheque, which features in the Field of the
Cloth of Gold, at Hampton Court Palace, in London, from April 2020.
Objects from Kelmscott Manor’s collection featured in several exhibitions:
Pioneers: William Morris and the Bauhaus at the William Morris
Gallery, Walthamstow, in London: An Earthly Paradise: William Morris
and the Thames at the River and Rowing Museum, in Henley-on-Thames;
and a selection of items including The Homestead and Forest Cot Quilt
were displayed at May Morris: Art and Life, held at Dovecot Studios, in
Edinburgh.
PUBLICATIONS: This year we
published the landmark monograph
The Staffordshire Hoard: An AngloSaxon Treasure It tells the story of
the Hoard’s discovery and the sixyear research project that pieced its
fragments back together, identified
its objects and explored their
manufacture.

Launch party with President of the
Society, academic editors and key stakeholders

This year we held a record number of conferences, with the introduction of
our New Researchers’ Conference providing a focus on early career academics
and postgraduate students. In October, our Postgraduate Open Day ‒ now
a key event in the calendar ‒ was a huge success, with delegates taking the
opportunity to get ‘hands on’ with our collections and network with Fellows.
Following this, we welcomed speakers from across the country to discuss
the history of collecting and the role of the Antiquary at Recovered from
the Shipwreck of Time. Also in the Autumn, we held two hugely successful
seminars: Publishing the Staffordshire Treasure: impact and implications and
Respect and Protect: fulfilling the obligation to safeguard cultural property in
the military context.
The Staffordshire Hoard colloquium, organised by Leslie Webster FSA, Tania
Dickinson FSA and Sam Lucy FSA, was the culmination of a decade-long
research project into the Hoard and coincided with the publication of The
Staffordshire Hoard: An Anglo-Saxon Treasure. Our thanks to Birmingham
Trust Museum, The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, and Historic England
for their support throughout this project. Our second conference, Respect
and Protect, ‒ a joint event with Historic England, with support from the UK
Blue Shield Committee and Newcastle University ‒ was a huge success. Our
thanks to Clive Cheesman FSA and Helen Forde FSA, who organised this
event. Delegates heard about the creation of the Blue Shield, the Society’s role
in this, and current advances in this area. In Spring 2020 we held a seminar
to mark International Women’s Day and to celebrate the anniversary of the
Society admitting females. 100 Years of Female Antiquaries was organised
with support from Amara Thornton FSA, with speakers highlighting the role of
women within the Society past and present.

• KELMSCOTT MANOR
At Kelmscott Manor the Society puts into practice our core aims of
conservation, research and dissemination.
Season Review: In 2019, the Manor’s open season was shortened
to five months in order to prepare the estate for the restoration and
improvement works funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
Due to an exceptionally busy August, when over 1,000 visitors came
each week, we welcomed 17,182 visitors, including our Thursday
group visitors, who came from many parts of the UK and abroad.
We continue to receive excellent feedback through the TripAdvisor
and Google websites, as well as in our visitor book. Our volunteers’
continued enthusiasm and knowledge make a very positive impression
on our visitors.
In preparation for the commencement of the works, staff have been
very busy preparing the collection for storage as well as clearing the
barns so that work could begin in November. A huge amount of effort
has gone on behind the scenes to ensure that the estate was ready for
the contractors to start on time.
Since November 2019, the Manor
has been a hive of activity, with
contractors, scaffolding and
mud! Works on the field car
park, South Road Barn, North
Road Barn, Tearoom and Shop
Barns have been the focus so far,
with the framework of the new
education building taking shape.
The mild winter has brought some
challenges for the site and the
Thames has been exceptionally
high during February. We are
fortunate that no buildings have
been flooded.
Volunteers: Our enthusiastic
group of volunteers continue
to provide great support,
exhibiting both dedication
and knowledge. Volunteer
committees have enhanced the
Manor’s communications, events
programme and research agenda.
The education group organised
several activity days and updated
new trails for children. The archive
group has begun the task of
cataloguing our archive with the
assistance of a qualified archivist.

Laying the foundations for the new Learning
Roof repairs on
The Granary (Shop)
Building

Work ongoing on the Stable Barn (Tea Room)

Laying the foundations for the new Learning
Building

