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The following notes provide guidance on the minimum standards that we ask contributors to 
observe in submitting text and illustrations for publication in the Antiquaries Journal. Further 
information on more detailed aspects of house style may be obtained from Notes on House Style. 
Contributors with specific queries or concerns should contact the Editor (lporter@sal.org.uk) 
before they prepare the material they intend to submit for publication in order to avoid the need 
to re-style material that does not meet these standards. 
 
The Antiquaries Journal is published annually in hard copy in September. The submission 
deadline is 31 December of the calendar year preceding the year of publication. Articles are 
published online in advance of the hard copy using the Cambridge Core FirstView system, after 
being fully refereed and copyedited. Articles receive a digital object identifier (DOI) and are 
fully citable from the point of FirstView publication. Cambridge Core is a Green Open Access 
publisher, which means that authors are free to deposit a copy of their published paper with 
an institutional repository. 
 
The content of the Journal reflects the broad interests of the Society in antiquities and material 
culture, and is international, multi-period and multi-disciplinary in scope. We are, however, 
essentially a humanities and social science journal, so we do not publish papers that are 
primarily concerned with scientific technique, astronomy or mathematics. 
 
The Journal has a scholarly readership, but contributions should be presented in such a way 
as to be accessible to those whose primary speciality might lie in another field. Articles 
should be written in plain and lucid language. Technical terms may be used where 
appropriate, but should be explained and should not be used in a manner that obscures the 
meaning for a wider readership. 
 
Papers for the Journal can consist of short papers of at least 1,000 words, or longer 
papers up to a maximum of 10,000 words, including captions, footnotes and bibliography. Any 
paper submitted to the Journal that is appreciably longer than this will be returned to the author 
without being considered for publication, with a request that its length be reduced to comply 
with this condition. 
 
Papers should begin with a short title, the names, postal addresses and e-mail addresses of all 
the authors, and an abstract. The abstract should be no more than 250 words in length and 
must include a brief statement of the main points being communicated in the paper and their 
significance to the study of the subject. 
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The paper itself should address matters of interpretation and synthesis, supported by data. 
Transcriptions and large data sets can be published as appendices that appear as supplementary 
material that is published online only. 

 
We very much encourage authors to include illustrations in colour or in black and white 
as these communicate to most people much more quickly and accurately than text. Where the 
extensive use of colour is likely to add significantly to the cost of publication, we ask authors 
to seek grant aid to cover the additional costs. 

 
All figures must be supplied in the form in which they are to be published, and cropped and 
labelled accordingly. We accept tiff, jpg or eps files, at a minimum resolution of 1200 dpi at 
final size for line drawings, 300 dpi at final size for halftones and colour and 600 dpi on a 
figure that combines line and halftone. Illustrations scanned at these resolutions will be too 
large to send by e-mail, so you should supply a compressed low-resolution version when you 
first submit a paper for peer review, and supply the high-resolution files on disk once the paper 
has been accepted. Alternatively, a file transfer system such as WeTransfer, Dropbox or 
YouSendIt may be used.  
 
For further details about images, please refer to the separate notes, Submitting Images for 
Publication in the Antiquaries Journal. 
 

 

Submitting a paper to the Society 
 
We welcome offers of papers for publication in the Journal. Initially, please complete the 
separate Antiquaries Journal Proposal Form and email this to the Editor (lporter@sal.org.uk). 

 
The most common reason for rejecting papers at this stage is that the subject and 
conclusions are not considered to be of sufficient significance, or that the subject lies 
outside the scope of the Journal. The Editor will let you know if your paper has been 
accepted for peer review, at which point you should send your complete paper (including 
footnotes, bibliography and appendices, together with low res images, to the Editor. Hi 
res images will be required should your paper be accepted for publication, but at this early 
stage low res images will be suitable. 

 
The paper will then be sent to at least two referees, who will comment on its suitability for 
publication. Referees are normally, but not exclusively, Fellows of the Society, chosen 
because of their acknowledged expertise in the subject covered in the paper. We do not reveal 
the names of reviewers unless they agree to this; we find that anonymity encourages 
reviewers to provide us with a more honest and objective assessment. 

 
The decision of the referees will then be fed back to the author. Papers may be rejected at this 
stage if they are not considered to be sufficiently original or significant, if the conclusions are 
not supported by the evidence, if they are considered to be too 
speculative or if they are judged to contain major errors or omissions that invalidate the 
conclusions. Most commonly, papers are accepted on condition that the reviewers’ 
comments are addressed, and these comments can range from major restructuring of the 
paper to a few minor bibliographical corrections. 
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Once a paper is accepted for publication in principle, we ask authors to supply a final version, 
taking the comments of referees on board, and prepared according to the Society’s house-style 
rules, in digital form and accompanied by high-resolution versions of the illustrations on disk, 
along with copies of letters showing that permission has been obtained to reproduce any 
copyright material, and the form of acknowledgement required. The Editor has standing 
instructions from the Society’s Publications Committee not to begin editing papers until all of 
these elements have been supplied. 

 
The text will then be edited for clarity of expression, syntax and consistency and the edited 
version sent back to the author for approval, with a copyright assignment form. 

 
Returning the signed copyright form to the Society acts as the point of formal acceptance, and 
the point at which no further substantive changes can be made. The paper and its illustrations 
will then be passed to Cambridge University Press for copy editing and encoding for 
publication as an online document. CUP’s copy editor may well raise further queries at this 
stage: typically, these may concern missing or incomplete bibliographical references. 

 
Once the queries have been answered, the copy-edited text is sent to the typesetter for laying-
out with the illustrations. You will receive page proofs in the form of a PDF file and will be 
asked to make any comments within one week. The main purpose of the proofs is to ensure 
that the figures have been correctly placed and sized and that the text has been laid out 
correctly. CUP does not permit changes to the text or figures at this stage unless the errors 
are clearly those of the typesetter. 

 
Once the paper is published, you will receive a final PDF file on disk free of charge to 
use in lieu of an offprint; you will also receive a copy of the printed volume in due course. 
 

 

Submission of articles accepted for publication 
 
Your paper should be submitted in Rich Text Format (rtf), preferably using 12-point Times 
New Roman with 1.5 lines spacing, justified left. Text should be styled in bold and italic as 
appropriate. 

 
The following order of contents should be observed: title; name(s) of author(s) and current 
postal and e-mail addresses; abstract, text, acknowledgements, appendices (if any), 
footnotes, abbreviations (if any), bibliography (primary sources followed by secondary 
sources), tables and illustration captions. 

 
The abstract should be no more than 250 words in length and set in italic. 

 
Footnotes are to be used for abbreviated references, with note indicators in the text; please 
use automated notes, which automatically renumber the notes if any are added or removed. 
Full references should be given in a separate bibliography (see below). 

 
Headings and subheadings should be delineated in a logical hierarchy. No more than four 
levels of heading should be used. 
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The first paragraph following a new heading should not be indented; all subsequent 
paragraphs should be indented by a single tab key; do not insert line spaces between 
paragraphs. 

 
Please do not: 

incorporate tables or illustrations in the text; 
insert line spaces between paragraphs; 
insert double spaces between sentences; 
insert spaces before and after obliques or punctuation marks; 
insert live hotlinks into the text; 
use ‘track changes’, automatic hyphenation facilities, automatic page numbering and 
headers and footers, rules, boxes or tints; 
use underline as a substitute for italic: only use underline if you intend that the text be 
underlined when typeset if, for example, this is how it appears in a source document. 

 
 

House style 
For instructions relating to house style, please see House Style for the Antiquaries Journal 
(supplied separately). 


