The main role and objectives of the royal Society of Archaeology of Tarragona in the preservation and defence of our Archaeological and historical heritage.

Tarragona is the capital of the southern province of Catalonia, a region within Spain. The population today is about 130.000 inhabitants. The economical activity is based on an important petrochemical industry, one of the biggest commercial ports of Spain, and cultural tourism.

Tarraco, the former name of the town, was the first roman foundation in the Iberian Peninsula. It was founded by the Romans during the Second Punic War in the year 218 BC. Tarraco, was also the capital of the biggest roman province in the world during three centuries. It still preserves fourteen monuments declared World Heritage site by the UNESCO in the year 2000. The remains of the roman town are remarkable. We still have one kilometre of roman walls, two great fora, a Roman theatre, an amphitheatre near the sea, and the best preserved roman circus in Europe. In the outskirts we have a Roman aqueduct named, the Devil’s bridge, a Roman quarry, a huge necropolis (the Roman and early-Christian cemetery) a honorific arch, and several Roman villas. Around one hundred and fifty archaeological excavations are planned yearly.

The Royal Society of Archaeology of Tarragona was founded in 1844 and it was the first society of this kind in Spain. The foundation’s aim was taking care of the archaeological and historical heritage of the province and eventually get the support of the political institutions to achieve this protection.

At the very beginning the Society organized a private museum with the donations and several purchases. Some years later the museum was linked to another archaeological museum property of the Spanish government. Nevertheless the purchases for the museum didn’t finish till the decade of the sixties. Today the collections of the Society are displayed at the National Archaeological Museum of Tarragona.

Our Society boasts today around six hundred members. It’s important to remark we have a specialized library in archaeological, historical and anthropological subjects. 

We are grateful and proud to state that we share an active and rich exchange of publications with 360 libraries around the world. Or local section is growing day by day as well. The Society of Archaeology promoted excavations from its foundation up to 1970, creating a sort of network that controlled the archaeological sites within the near by territory.

In the end these teams of research became independent centres for local studies.

As far as bibliographical production is concerned the Society publishes an Archaeological Bulletin (Butlletí Arqueològic) since 1901. This is the oldest annual publication kept in our region. In addition, the Society has managed to publish hundreds of historical monographies. All these contributes to promote and diffuse the knowledge and the research around the world.

Our contribution to mass media allows our Society a constant presence and opinion on the subjects referring to cultural heritage of our region.

We have become press consulters. Our society has been training journalists to prevent them make historical mistakes. That means we have created a sort of lobby of press influence.

As far as the press is concerned our Society is more relevant than some political parties or ecology organisations. We name our selves the “stones’ ecologists”. Although the Spanish law benefits and protects cultural heritage, this is only theory, not reality.

Our contribution to mass media is justified by hundreds of achievements such as:

· In 1890 we prevent the sell and destruction of the Roman walls.

· In 1920 we avoid the demolishment of the remains of the provincial forum.

· In 1950 the Society managed to get a sponsor for the amphitheatre recovery, and avoid the construction of buildings on the site of Roman Local Forum.

· In 1980 we promoted the planification of the rediscovery of the Roman circus, today the most visited attraction.

· In the same years we prevented the destruction of a Roman Theatre.

· In 1995 we saved the Roman baths.

· In 1999 we preserved the first-early Christian church and monastery of Spain.

All this is possible thanks to the presentation of reports to authorities, and our contribution to press.

As far as the economical support is concerned, the society is compulsorily a self sufficient and independent institution. Nevertheless we receive founds from some local private and public institutions.

The Archaeological Society plans and writes from time to time strategical projects about cultural heritage. That eventually marks the path followed by public administrations afterwards.

We consider our cultural heritage is too important as to be left in the hands of public administration only. That is why the involvement of civil society has always been a valuable aspect to the protection, investigation and the diffusion of our legacy.

